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the life or the heart of her child might never be lost to hetf, ' Grant, 0 merciful God!' she exclaimed, ' that this solo hope of my being may be spared to me. Grant, if she be spared, that she may never desert her mother! And for him, of whom she has heard this day for the first time, let him be to her as if he were no more ! May she never learn that he lives ! May she never comprehend the secret agony of her mother's life ! Save her, 0 God ! save her from his fatal, his irresistible influence ! May she remain pure and virtuous as she has yet lived ! May she remain true to thee, and true to thy servant, who now bows before thee ! Look down upon me at this moment with gracious mercy; turn to me my daughter's heart; and, if it be my dark doom to be in this world a widow, though a wife, add not to this bitterness that I shall prove a mother without a child 1 *
At this moment the surgeon returned. It was absolutely necessary that Lady Annabel should compose herself. She exerted all that strength of character for which she was remarkable. From this moment she resolved, if her life were the forfeit, not to quit for an instant the bedside of Yenetia until she was declared out of danger; and feeling conscious that if she once indulged her own feelings, she might herself soon be in a situation scarcely less hazardous than-her daughter's, she controlled herself with a mighty effort. Calm as a statue, she received the medical attendant, who took the hand of the unconscious Venetia with apprehension too visibly impressed upon his grave countenance. As he took her hand, Venetia opened her eyes, stared at her mother and her attendant, and then immediately closed them.
4 She has slept ?' inquired Lady Annabel. 4 No,' said the surgeon, * no : this is not sleep; it is a feverish trance that brings her no refreshment.' He took out his watch, and marked her pulse with great attention; then he placed his hand on her brow, and shook his head. * These beautiful curls must come off/ he said. Lady Annabel glided to the table, and instantly brought the